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tives. Breadth of topic and opinion are the major strengths of the book. Take, for
example, the fascinating essay written by Lo-Yi Chan, the architect of the New
Haven Hospice. Mr. Chan discusses the contribution of architectural style to sup-
portive, sensitive patient care. Another interesting viewpoint is offered in the essay
on "management perspective" in which the authors discuss bridging the gap between
clinical concepts and managerial function in hospice administration.
The book has a few shortcomings. Several contributors digress to discussions of
very elementary material. For example, in an essay on "the senior citizen as
volunteer" we must wade through a section on the five types of American hospice
programs.
The collection also lacks an essay focused specifically on the emotional burden
imposed upon hospice care givers. This issue has received considerable attention in
the existing literature and also in the development ofin-service programs for hospice
workers. In fact, the tensions of working with the dying can be detected below the
surface of many essays in this collection. For example, an essay on "spiritual care"
describes instances of dying patients receiving paltry and uneasy attention from the
staff of traditional hospitals. Yet there is no focused attention in the book to the
responses of hospice staff to the dying patient.
Overall, despite the deficiencies noted, this book will make interesting reading for
anyone interested in hospice care.
JEFFREY KATZ
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON NEGLECTED SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES.
Edited by King K. Holmes and Per-Anders MArdh. New York, Hemisphere Publish-
ing Corporation, 1983. 336 pp. $44.50.
This volume is a multi-authored collection of review papers presented at a World
Health Organization meeting to consider the present state of sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs) other than syphilis and gonorrhea. The date of the meeting is not
specified. The title refers to the distinguished editors' position that it is important to
gather documentation of the importance of these "other" STDs and periodically re-
examine the effects of sexual/social changes on the epidemiology of these diseases.
The initial chapter by Dr. Holmes classifies the syndromes and infectious agents
associated with sexual transmission in man, andjust a listing ofthem in a table cov-
ers two pages.
One of the editorial difficulties in producing any text in the field of infectious
diseases is the decision whether to organize chapters according to infectious agents
or according to clinical syndromes. In recent years, the best general textbooks ofin-
fectious diseases have been organized utilizing both structures. Thus, in such books
the problem of pneumococcal pneumonia, for instance, is discussed both in a chap-
ter on pneumonia and a chapter on Streptococcuspneumoniae. This risks a certain
amount of repetition and requires careful editing to prevent excessive duplication.
The editors ofthis monograph have wisely followed this style and the first 138 pages
include chapters arranged according to "Sexually Transmitted Agents," while the
following 187 pages oftext are organized by"Syndromes and Complications Caused
by STD." Thus, for instance, in the first part there is a nice review ofthe microbiol-
ogy and syndromes caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, written by J. Shachter. Inthe246 BOOK REVIEWS
second half, diseases due to this agent are also covered in many of the chapters, in-
cluding those on "Epiditymitis and Prostatitis," "Urethritis," "Pelvic Inflammatory
Disease: Epidemiology, Diagnosis, Clinical Manifestations and Sequelae," and
others. Other special chapters include a key chapter on the epidemiologic aspects of
infertility, relating them to STDs, and two chapters on the laboratory diagnosis of
STD.
In general, the chapters are authoritatively written, concise, but not exhaustive.
Each of the topics is covered in more detail in widely available general infectious
diseases texts. A few STDs are given surprisingly short coverage. The chapter on
hepatitis B is only seven pages, and group B Streptococcus is barely mentioned.
Another failing is that most chapters are out ofdate, with the latest references being
1980 publications. I cannot recommend this book for purchase by primary care
practitioners or even specialists in STD clinics because there are more general texts
which offer more practical information. This is a state-of-the-art summary circa
1980, aimed more at the student ofpublic health or medical policy. I recommend it
for the libraries of medical schools, schools of public health, and health depart-
ments. I think that it can be used as an effective teaching resource for courses in the
epidemiology of infectious diseases, international health problems, and health con-
trol policy. Anyone preparing a talk on the breadth of the problem of STDs would
be encouraged to stop here first. Perhaps the major impetus and intended use for
this volume is political: to document the need for further study and control of the
"other" STDs and to obtain funds which are now channeled more exclusively into
gonorrhea and syphilis.
ROBERT S. BALTIMORE
Department ofPediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
OXFORDREVIEWS OF REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY. VOLUME 4: 1982. Edited by C.A. Finn.
New York, Oxford University Press, 1983. 332 pp. No price.
C.A. Finn is to be commended for the excellent fourth volume of his Oxford
Reviews of Reproductive Biology. By his own admission there is no "common
theme" that connects these diverse articles, but each represents a significant state-
ment of each person's individual work and major contribution to the field of repro-
ductive biology. The text is well edited and there is a homogeneity of style, even
though each contribution is quite different.
Milligan's chapter "Induced Ovulations in Mammals" is a fascinating piece. Thor-
oughly researched and precisely written, it lays to rest at least for the time being a
conception that women are reflex ovulators. Forsyth's chapter "Growth and Differ-
entiation of the Mammary Gland" is well balanced in covering the evolution, com-
parative anatomy, development, and hormonal control ofthe breast. Clarke's chap-
ter on "Prenatal Sexual Development" is a state-of-the-art contribution; HY antigen
is thoroughly and critically discussed, as is differentiation of the internal and ex-
ternal genitalia. Holt's chapter on "Functional Development of Mammalian Sperm
Plasma Membrane" is an esoteric subject handled with clarity and made interesting
even to the reader with the most casual interest in reproduction. A discussion ofthe
"Hormonal Regulation of the Leydig Cell" by Sharpe is encyclopedic in its scope,
with over 400 references.
The subject of human in vitro fertilization is handled well in this book. The chap-